KIAP, a novel member of the inhibitor of apoptosis protein family.
We have identified a novel human gene, kiap (kidney inhibitor of apoptosis protein) that encodes a single BIR domain and a RING zinc finger domain. kiap has been assigned to the q13.3 region of human chromosome 20 by fluorescent in situ hybridization analysis. Northern blot analysis indicates that KIAP is expressed mainly in placenta, lymph node and fetal kidney. In this report, we show that overexpression of KIAP blocks apoptosis induced by menadione or by overexpression of BAX. In addition, we show that overexpression of KIAP enhances apoptosis induced by etoposide, and, that KIAP fails to block apoptosis induced by overexpression of Fas. Thus, KIAP, a new member of the inhibitor of apoptosis protein (IAP) family, has pleiotropic effects on apoptosis induced by various stimuli.